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19 January 2011
It’s official. The derelict Julia Farr building in Fisher Street, Fullarton will be demolished within three weeks to make way for a luxury 189-unit retirement village.

In December, the Unley Council’s Development Assessment Panel approved Living Choice Australia’s application for an $80-million retirement village on the site. The appeal period expired last night and with no appeals being received, the company is today making plans to demolish the building which has been a haven for vandals since 2004.

Living Choice director Ian Tregoning said he was delighted that the retirement village had finally been approved. He described the outcome as a “victory for Fullarton and especially all those in the immediate area”.
“Since 1992, Living Choice has built a reputation for creating upmarket resorts for retirees in prestigious areas and when the Fullarton village is complete, people will wonder why there were ever any objections,” he added. 
He said demolition would take place within three weeks and that residents in the vicinity, as well as prospective clients, would be invited to a “demolition party” in the street.

He added that many people had expressed an interest in moving into the village. “With seven other retirement villages in NSW and QLD, we are well-known in the retirement village industry as a specialist niche developer and Living Choice Fullarton will include all the best features of our other resorts, including a full commercial kitchen where meals will be served daily, a cinema, library, hair/beauty/wellness centre, gymnasium and craft, billiards and function rooms.“
Outdoor facilities will include a bowling green, extensive shaded gardens and water features, a BBQ area with gazebo and raised garden beds. There will also be 24-hour on-site care, emergency response buttons and medical rooms for visiting practitioners.

Most of the apartments will have a north/south orientation with views to the city at the north and sweeping views of the Adelaide Hills to the east and south. The majority of the south-facing units will overlook Concordia College and St John’s Lutheran Primary School grounds, while the neighbouring Julia Farr Centre chapel and gardens are to the east. 

The demolition of the Julia Farr building will mark the end of an era which started in 1879 with a Home for Incurables. In 1981, the home was renamed Julia Farr Centre, after one of the founders Mrs Julia Farr, wife of the headmaster of St Peter’s College. The building was sold to developers in 2004. 

Mr Tregoning said it was too early to know when construction would start. “With final approval now granted, the detailed engineering work will commence.”

Expressions of interest can be emailed to sales@livingchoice.com.au or phone 1800 055 749. More details about Living Choice can be found on the company’s website www.livingchoice.com.au
Ends.
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