                         Charity groups benefit from local seniors awards
Living Choice residents, clients and staff gathered at the retirement village’s leisure centre last Saturday to pay tribute to those who provide services and support to seniors in the Hills Shire.
Living Choice ambassador and Gold Logie winner John Wood flew in from Melbourne to present the awards to the six winners in five categories. Local charities and support groups received cheques totalling $3,000 and each winner also received a Living Choice award.
Village manager Gail Eyres said many volunteers, local employees and business people went the extra mile to provide services and support to seniors and Living Choice and its residents wanted to recognise their efforts.

Living Choice called for nominations in June and the entries were judged by a panel in early September. Each award winner donated their $500 winner’s cheque to a charity of their choice. The winners were:

Young Employee/Volunteer - Ashley Villanueva, who delivers parcels for Australia Post. Ashley’s nominated charity is Bandage Bear at the Westmead Children’s Hospital. Gail said Ashley had a fantastic, caring attitude and also went out of his way to help people.
Outstanding Neighbour – Harry Caris, a volunteer “computer doctor” who devoted much time and energy to helping those who needed advice. Harry donated his winnings to “Youth off the Streets”.
Senior Volunteer – Terry Oliver, whose nominated charity was Care Flight. Gail said Terry was actively involved in his local church and its activities, was secretary of Dural Bowls Club, started and obtained sponsorship for community gardens and also obtained a council grant for the village’s sports and games committee.

Local Business – there were two winners of this section, the first being Michelle Grasinger, a fitness instructor who specialises in improving the fitness of seniors. Michelle’s chosen charity was the Prostate Cancer Foundation.
The second Local Business winner was Vince and Maria Gambino from Pack & Send at Castle Hill. Gail said Vince and Maria were nominated by the Glenhaven Ladies’ Craft Group for their generosity in distributing the craft group’s charity donations, free of charge anywhere in Australia. Their chosen charity was “Youth off the Streets”.
Community Group - Peter Maher who created The Men’s Shed at Castle Hill. Gail said Peter had personally contributed his time, resources and skills to help senior men in the community, giving them a place to learn, share and develop friendships. Peter donated his winnings to The Men’s Shed.
Gail said the awards had been a great success and it was hoped they would become an annual event.
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Award winners and charity recipients (from left) Colin Bartlett (Prostate Foundation), Michelle Grasinger (Local Business), John Ebbott (Care Flight), Terry Oliver (Senior Volunteer), Living Choice ambassador John Wood, Glenhaven village manager Gaily Eyres, Peter Maher (Community Group), Ashley Villanueva (Young Employee), Jack Oliver (on behalf of Westmead Children’s Hospital), Enid Hewson (on behalf of Youth off the Streets and Pack & Send), Harry Caris (Outstanding Neighbour).
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