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Silver Linings

Since being appointed as Home Care Operations Manager in December 2019, Kylie 
Johnson has overseen a huge increase in the number of people taking up Living Choice’s 
Home Care services.
“When I was appointed, we had a total of 160 clients and at the end of April we had 216 clients. This is quite 
extraordinary given we are in the midst of a pandemic!” said Kylie.

“While a few clients have chosen to suspend services during this time, Home Care has had a growth in supporting 
residents by shopping on their behalf. This great service has enabled people to remain safe in their homes and have 
their shopping brought directly to their doors.”

Kylie said Home Care staff had kept in touch with their clients, undertaking regular welfare checks, educating 
them on how to protect themselves and keeping them informed about what Home Care had in place to protect 
their health and safety.

“We have been kept very busy keeping up with the Department of Health advice and ensuring our staff are healthy, 
informed and following best practice,” said Kylie. “All our staff have been trained in Infection Control and have 
a good knowledge of COVID-19 and safe work practice. They have also been issued with Personal Protective 
Equipment and trained in how to use it if an outbreak of COVID–19 was to occur in any of our villages.

“All our villages have Outbreak Management Kits should the need arise and if staff members feel unwell, they are 
not allowed to work, are asked to self-isolate and are advised to be tested for COVID-19,” she added.

Living Choice Home Care has also expanded its services to older people living in the communities surrounding 
Living Choice villages. If you have friends who are looking for support, please contact the Case Managers:

Central Coast: (02) 4047 8011 or 0477 211 808 and 0455 400 585. Email cchc@livingchoice.com.au 
Sydney: (02) 4047 8025 or 0429 900 341. Email sydhc@livingchoice.com.au 
Sunshine Coast: (07) 5353 5910 or 0499 599 546. Email qldhc@livingchoice.com.au 
Adelaide: (08) 7320 3626 or 0428 900 485. Email sahc@livingchoice.com.au

This edition of Choice Living magazine is dedicated 
to the residents and staff members at Living Choice 
villages, who have shown great resilience, courage and 
a “can do” attitude during the COVID-19 crisis.

They say every dark cloud has a silver lining and while 
we do not wish to underplay the serious economic 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, there have been 
many positive spin-offs. Living Choice residents and 
staff members have certainly risen to the challenge, 
not only demonstrating the benefits of living in a well-
run retirement community but proving time and again 
the combined strength of the “Living Choice family”.

To keep everyone’s spirits up, our Marketing 
Department asked residents to send “positive” stories 
about “life in lockdown” at their village. The articles 
were published on our website almost daily and many 
are featured in this magazine. 

At the time of writing, restrictions were being eased in 
all States, however the residents’ articles are still worth 
publishing as they articulate the value proposition of 
living in a village far better than any glossy advertising 
brochure.

We are also so pleased by the response to the crisis by 
our staff. A task team comprising senior managers held 
regular online meetings to ensure village managers 
and their teams were equipped to meet any challenge. 
The village managers also consulted their committees 
regularly to discuss the withdrawal of access to various 
leisure facilities, as well as their phased re-opening. At 

all times, the safety of residents, staff and visitors has 
been paramount.

The roles of many staff members have changed 
too. Village managers are delivering parcels and 
medications to residents. Sales consultants are assisting 
Living Choice Home Care with administration duties 
and are helping out at Village Reception. Some staff 
members are delivering meals to residents and 
assisting with a mobile library service.

At many villages, the managers also teamed up with 
key residents to organise Anzac Day commemorations 
and to celebrate Easter and Mother’s Day in novel 
ways. As Woodcroft resident, Claire Chittleborough 
said, “I am so grateful to the village staff for all they are 
doing. Handing out Easter eggs, the Anzac Day parade 
and now flowers for Mother’s Day is really making us 
feel spoilt and very special in this lockdown.”

The enforced semi-isolation of recent months has 
prompted us to hit the pause button on life as we know 
it. Many residents have commented that they are 
very thankful they are living in a caring community 
and that the kindness shown by fellow residents and 
staff members has nourished them during this tough 
time. We, too, are grateful to everyone in the Living 
Choice family, both residents and staff members – our 
combined strength is indeed our “Silver Lining”.

Graham Hobbs OAM and Ian Tregoning,  
Directors Living Choice Australia Pty Ltd

HUGE GROWTH IN LIVING CHOICE  
HOME CARE SERVICES

Sharyn Williams, SA Home Care Coordinator, explains 
Living Choice’s Home Care services to Fullarton 
residents, Anne and Lyall Klaffer. (Note: This photo was 
taken prior to social distancing restrictions.)

COVER PHOTO: Barry and Pam Price of Broadwater Court Waterfront Estate are grateful to be living in a safe community during 
COVID-19. They walk their dog Ollie through the village streets daily, stopping to chat with fellow residents. Barry’s father, Roy, also 
lives at Living Choice Broadwater Court (in Frost Estate) and Barry walks Ollie there regularly.

Living Choice Woodcroft resident, Claire Chittleborough, 
with the “thank-you” card she gave to staff after they 

presented her with flowers on Mother’s Day.

Central Coast sales consultant, Jenny Trovato, assists 
Living Choice Home Care with administration duties.
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LIVING CHOICE GLENHAVEN, HILLS SHIRE

Stage 3 update 
An amended site layout has been finalised based on 
bushfire and ecological assessment. Lodgement of this 
layout with the State Government is expected within the 
next couple of months, with approval of same anticipated 
by the third quarter of this year. To register your interest, 
phone 1800 797 333 or email sales@livingchoice.com.au

Once upon a time in outer suburbia lived a couple 
called Max and Lorna. We had bought land and built 
our house when the kids were very small. We put in a 
pool which reached its raucous peak of popularity on 
hot Christmas days. We also built upwards and as the 
house grew larger more and more people stayed. 

That house was witness to fifty Christmases, one 
remarkable wedding, many a party and the shooting 
of at least one mouse.  It listened to philosophical 
discussions, heated disagreements, laughter, tears, lots 
of music and the bounce of ping-pong balls. Many 
was the time it witnessed Max’s car driving off in the 
middle of the night, for those were the days when 
doctors still did house calls.

All houses are full of memories and this was no 
exception (besides, it was only a few minutes walk 
from the golf club). But as the house aged, so did its 
occupants, and so it was that we dragged Max, kicking 
and screaming, metaphorically speaking, to Living 
Choice Glenhaven.  

It was hard for him to admit at first that this wasn’t so 
bad after all. In fact, he was secretly chuffed when the 
person standing next to him on Anzac Day heard him 
singing and suggested that he should join the choir. 
He hadn’t been going to join anything but - well - he 
supposed the choir would be okay. Later, it was the 
Financial Group and then Tuesday Bridge lessons 
followed by Wednesday Bridge. And Happy Hour on 
Friday nights. 

What’s more, he asked the family to drop in for a game 
of tennis or two. Ten or so of them would turn up with 
their racquets and a picnic lunch to share at the court.  
Most importantly, he played the piano to his heart’s 
content and nobody complained. In the end he loved 
this place where people valued him as Max the man, 
not Max the doctor.

Living Choice Glenhaven 
resident, Lorna Clayton,  
shares a personal story on a 
life-affirming decision to make 
a change and reflects on her life 
during COVID-19.

GLENHAVEN RESIDENT SHARES A 
CHARMING PERSONAL STORY

Lorna Clayton at the annual Glenhaven Writers’ Festival.

Meanwhile, I relished the fact that there were no stairs 
to struggle with and that our beautiful villa was light and 
airy and easy to look after. I joined exercise classes, played 
Scrabble on Tuesdays, table tennis on Thursdays and since 
there wasn’t a writing group, I started one. And, of course, I 
went to Happy Hour too. Eventually, as I slowed down, table 
tennis and exercise classes gave way to Poetry Reading and 
the Philosophers’ Group, as well as a discussion group that 
focuses (sometimes, but not always, hilariously) on Living 
with Change.  

When Max became ill, the understanding and support 
from friends and management was strong and steady and 
unobtrusive. We both felt valued. Everybody in their own way 
helped to make this difficult time more bearable. Everyone 
respected the fact that he no longer felt able to cope with 
visitors but we still felt ourselves to be surrounded by loving 
kindness.  And when he died the support continued … and 
continues.

Keeping connected during COVID-19
There’s a strong sense of community at Living Choice Glenhaven, as evidenced by some recent events at the village, 
held with social distancing guidelines in mind. These included a moving commemoration of ANZAC Day, Bubbles in 
the Sun with neighbours and line dancing in the street, just to name a few. (See photos above.)
 

(Cont. from page 4)

Help during COVID-19
Now in this very strange year 2020, our little community is such a safe and comfortable place to be.  In the early 
difficult days of lock-down I placed a grocery order on the phone because I’m not exactly mobile and our village had 
made an arrangement with a local supermarket. “Just place your order. Don’t worry. Someone will pick it up and 
deliver it to you,” I was told. The ‘someone’ turned out to be our manager, Gail, here at my door with a beaming smile 
… and my groceries.  

Every now and again there’s a knock on the door from one or other of my neighbours,”Hi Lorna. Just off to do some 
shopping. Do you need anything?” or “Can I put out your garbage?” and always “Are you okay?”

Our Writing Group continues to meet regularly in these days of social distancing. Luckily for us we have Maurice 
who is tech savvy and has patiently talked us all through the Zoom process so that now it’s second nature … almost. 
Friends’ faces on the screen, familiar voices, shared writing, lively discussion - what a way to spend a Friday afternoon!

This is a very personal story that, if put in a humdrum way, tells of a difficult but ultimately life-affirming decision to 
make a change. It tells of an easier way of life (no need to change light globes, pull weeds, hang your own pictures), 
of the making of new and like-minded friends, and of management that is both practical and caring even in the most 
difficult of times (a lovely lunch platter brought to our villa on the day we moved in, groceries delivered in the middle 
of a crisis). What more can I say?

(Cont. on page 5)

Frank O’Dwyer (93) was proud to lead the ANZAC Day “parade”.

Keen line dancers Di Creed, Valerie Roy and Mary Kyneur took 
to the streets to ensure they did not miss out on their usual class.

Sales consultant Carlie Fisher enjoys “Bubbles in the 
Sun” with Bob and Ann Flegg and Raylene Jung.

Gai Campbell shares Afternoon Tea with her neighbours.
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Villa 20A – The Chancellor - $399,900
• New, 2-bedroom home with high quality features 
• Beautifully built stunning kitchen with Caesarstone 

benchtops and cabinetry
• Plenty of room to entertain and ample storage space
• Rear courtyard for you to enjoy sunny winter 

afternoons

Apt 327 – The Majestic - $359,900
• North-facing apartment with spectacular views
• Generous open plan living, dining and kitchen area
• Features a large balcony, screened study area and 

1.5 bathrooms 
• Located on the top floor of the award-winning leisure 

centre, close to all facilities

PHONE 1800 502 524 OR EMAIL SALES@LIVINGCHOICE.COM.AULIVING CHOICE WOODCROFT, ADELAIDE

The residents and staff at Living Choice 
Woodcroft have responded to the COVID-19 
crisis in a very positive way, holding an Easter 
Parade, ANZAC Day Parade, celebrating a 
Digger’s 99th birthday and handing out 184 
mini bouquets of flowers for Mother’s Day.
First there was the Easter Parade, with seven enthusiastic 
staff members dressing as Easter bunnies to distribute 
chocolate eggs to every resident in the village.

The residents had been tipped off and many were waiting 
on their front porches or balconies for the staff team, led 
by village manager, Gail Pounsett to arrive. They certainly 
caused a stir with maintenance officer Stuart Sharplin 
leading the way in the sales buggy, the Easter Bunny Hop 
Fun Song blaring through a loudhailer and Gail, Katherine 
Stacey, Katerina Rowlinson, Mel Seery, Brooke Harkins and 
Nathaniel Johnston all following with baskets of chocolates.

A few weeks later, staff and residents collaborated for a 
unique ANZAC Day service. Alice Conway, Chairperson of 
the Residents’ Committee, said the day started with many 
residents getting up at dawn to stand out on their driveways, 
balconies or patios, holding their candles.

“At 10am, our village `parade’ began. Keith Thomson, with 
his wife Vivienne as navigator, brought his Vietnam-era 

jeep and it proudly flew the Australian flag atop a 15-foot 
aerial. It also had a wreath on the front grill and the Rising 
Sun emblem on both doors. Riding, standing up in the back 
all the way, was our own WW2 veteran, Fred Walker,” said 
Alice.  

Music from the era was arranged by Doug Tilley and Social 
Club members made packets of ANZAC biscuits and sprigs 
of Rosemary tied with a red ribbon, which were given to 
residents as the parade proceeded up every street in the 
village.

At the end of the parade, a large Poppy Cross, topped with a 
slouch hat, was brought out into the forecourt of the Leisure 
Centre and Father Ed read the Ode of Remembrance, which 
was followed by The Last Post, a minute’s silence and the 
Rouse. Fred Walker had the honour of laying the wreath at 
the foot of the Poppy Cross when it was returned to its place 
in the Leisure Centre foyer.

Six days later, Alice and the village staff members surprised 
Fred with a cake and balloons to mark his 99th birthday 
on 1st May. A week later, staff members visited all mums 
in the village, handing out 184 bouquets of flowers and 
cards. Members of the Social Club also presented them with 
chocolates and cards. Just another example of how the spirit 
at this wonderful village has shone brightly throughout 
COVID-19!

Community spirit shines brightly at Woodcroft

1. WW2 veteran, Fred Walker proudly stands in the back of Keith Thomson’s jeep for the ANZAC Day village parade.  2. Digger Fred Walker lays a wreath at the 
village’s Poppy Cross. Fred turned 99 on 1st May.  3. Mary Nolan (right) of the Social Club hands ANZAC biscuits and a sprig of Rosemary to Kay Chesney and Olive 
Pepper.  4. Carole Hakof (front) and Lorraine Todd.  5. Spreading Easter joy at Woodcroft are village manager Gail Pounsett (right), Katerina Rowlinson and Brooke 
Harkins.  6. Resident Bernadette Talbot retrieves her Easter eggs at a ‘safe distance’ from Mel Seery.  7. Maintenance officer Stuart Shaplin leads the parade in the sales 
buggy.  8. Social Club members Eleanor Wood (left) and Adry Pike (right) join Gail Pounsett and Katherine Stacey to deliver gifts to Gail Wharton.  9. Maintenance 
officer Stuart Sharplin delivers Mother’s Day flowers to Ursula Egglestone.  10. Lorraine McSeveney receives flowers from groundsman Nathaniel Johnston.

1. 2. 3.

5.

7.

9. 10.

8.

6.

4.
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Apt 32 – The Camellia - $549,900
• Enjoy lovely views from the spacious balcony, 

overlooking the award-winning gardens
• Newly renovated 2-bedroom apartment
• New kitchen, air-conditioning, carpets and curtains 
• Living Choice Home Care available, so you can 

enjoy a carefree retirement

Apt 110 – The Waratah - $487,000
• Located in private section of the village
• Large, freshly painted, 1-bedroom apartment with 

spacious balcony overlooking trees
• Features a modern kitchen with built-in microwave 

and oven
• Enjoy the on-site dining room and facilities

Connie Cameron of Leisure Lea Gardens 
usually spends her days organising social 
outings and events at the village. Now she 
is getting used to “life in lockdown” and 
planning for a bright future. 
“When we welcomed in 2020 on 1st January little did we 
know what was in store for us - we have had to completely 
reconstruct our lives as we knew it. At Leisure Lea 
Gardens, we went from a vibrant community for older 
people to almost a ghost village. 

“One of the things I like most about Leisure Lea Gardens 
is its community spirit, all for one and one for all. I 
enjoyed finding interesting things for our residents to 
do, such as outings and lunches, speakers and musical 
events. 

“I loved Trivia (not very good at it), the companionship 
of Friday Afternoon Tea and the vibrancy of happy hour, 
the huge range of books on our bookshelves, the purpose 
in the exercise classes and the choice of so much more. 
Every day there is an activity to be part of, if you wish to 
participate. 

“Once the virus took control, all that stopped. The 
dining room has closed but the kitchen remains open for 

residents to collect their meals or have them delivered. 
Most contact with each other is limited to when we see 
each other while walking in the beautiful weather. 

“The staff here have been incredible, always were, but 
they seem to have reached an even higher standard of 
service and nothing is too much effort. It is difficult not 
to be able to go to the office and see Linda (our manager), 
Juliet (our sales consultant), or one of the other staff 
members and talk over something. However, I know 
they are there for me, if needed.

“I am coping with being in “lockdown”, as I love reading, 
doing Solitaire on the computer and Googling questions. 
The hardest part is not seeing my family except through 
the door, not being able to go to the shops and I miss 
morning coffee with friends here, the friendly chatter 
and funny stories. 

“What will it be like when the all clear is sounded? I am 
sure it will be very different from what it was before, 
but in some ways better, as we have learned to be more 
inventive and have learned to live with our own self 
better. I am sure there will be festivities planned, a party 
to end all parties and a sense of belonging again. Our 
village just goes from strength to strength and there 
will be time to bring everyone together and plan for the 
future, a future of happiness and togetherness.“

The COVID-19 pandemic was not going to prevent Elizabeth Newson, a much-loved resident at Leisure Lea 
Gardens, from celebrating her 100th birthday on 1st May. 

Elizabeth is well-known at the village for always being immaculately groomed. “She is always beautifully 
dressed and on her birthday she looked particularly elegant,” said sales consultant, Juliet Morrell.

While the planned celebratory Morning Tea with all residents had to be cancelled, Juliet and the staff 
made sure Elizabeth felt pampered on her special day, presenting her with flowers and a bottle of Moet. 
When it is safe to do so, a party with fellow residents will be held.

Elizabeth was born in nearby Strathfield on 1st May 1920. She has always lived in Sydney and had 
a long career as an accomplished Executive Secretary. She never married and only moved into a 
Supported Living Unit at Leisure Lea Gardens at the age of 97. As a Supported Living resident, she 

enjoys three meals a day in the dining-room as well as a range of other services, including 
cleaning and bed-making.

“Elizabeth enjoys knitting and watching TV and also goes out for lunch once a 
week,” said Juliet. “She is very friendly and is such a pleasure to have in the village.”

Elizabeth received cards from Queen Elizabeth, the Governor-General and NSW 
Premier and was also able to video-call a friend on the Central Coast via Juliet’s 
computer. Many happy returns to Elizabeth from everyone at Leisure Lea Gardens 
and Living Choice!

Residents and staff pull together at 
Leisure Lea Gardens

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY 
TO ELEGANT ELIZABETH

Elizabeth Newson receives flowers and champagne 
from Maintenance Manager, Steve Nolan and Care 
Coordinator, Ramani Mudalige.

LEISURE LEA GARDENS, MARSFIELD PHONE (02) 8878 4903 OR EMAIL SALES@LIVINGCHOICE.COM.AU

Leisure Lea Gardens staff members, Ramani Mudalige (Care 
Coordinator), Juliet Morrell (Sales), Charminie Peiris (PCA) 
and Narelle Rubie (Admin) collect lunch trays from the 
onsite dining room for delivery to residents.

Connie Cameron (centre) at a pre-COVID-19 Christmas 
celebration with Val Maher (left) and Bev Ambesi.

8  CHOICE LIVING 9  CHOICE LIVING



Villa 15 – The Troon – from $519,900 
• Contemporary 2-bedroom villa with generous open 

plan living and dining areas
• Gorgeous kitchen with Caesarstone benchtops, Miele 

appliances and Butler’s pantry
• Two bathrooms, main ensuite; single garage plus golf 

buggy parking
• Study area and extra large patio; rainwater tank

Villa 002 – The St Andrews – from $615,900 
• Light-filled 3-bedroom villa with attractive open plan 

living areas and excellent ventilation
• Gourmet entertainer’s kitchen with Miele appliance 

package, Caesarstone benchtops and plenty of 
storage

• Extra large garage to accommodate a car and golf 
buggy

PHONE 1800 502 524 OR EMAIL SALES@LIVINGCHOICE.COM.AULIVING CHOICE FLAGSTAFF HILL, ADELAIDE

Artist’s impression Artist’s impression

(Cont. from page 10)

Laura and Will Tersch also live close by 
- in Aberfoyle Park - and say they chose 
Living Choice Flagstaff Hill before it was 
surrounded by lots of green open space. 
“I’m looking forward to taking our dog for 
a walk, swimming in the indoor heated pool 
and visiting the restaurant for meals,” said 
Will. “Even though we don’t play golf, we’re 
both quite active, enjoy walking and Laura 
will use the gymnasium.”

Laura and Will’s neighbour will be Wendy 
Butler, who was the first to book a home 
and is on track to also be the first resident 
at Living Choice Flagstaff Hill. Wendy, a 
keen golfer, will be bringing her beloved 
Caboodle, Bella, with her so you can be sure 
there will be plenty of tail-wagging going on!

Katherine said there were a number of 
attractive incentives for “early bird” buyers, 
including the new Surety Lease designed for 
those who want to free up capital, benefits 
on settlement for those who sell their homes 
through one of the Preferred Real Estate 
Agencies and the Foundation Members’ 
Package, which included thousands of 
dollars’ worth of inclusions and gifts. To find 
out more, phone Katherine at 1800 502 524 
or email sales@livingchoice.com.au

While most South Australian residents retreated to their 
homes during the COVID-19 outbreak, it was a different 
story at Living Choice Flagstaff Hill with construction on 
the first villas progressing quickly.

Rob Grech, SA Construction Manager, said neither the 
virus nor the rain had slowed them down or dampened 
their enthusiasm. “The removal of the overhead power 
lines and Stobie poles commenced on 5th May, finalising 
all of the SAPN works needed for Stages 1 and 2.  We 
have also started construction of the first Troon and 
Birkdale designs, making it a total of six homes under 
construction with nearly all of them having deposits.  

“Weather permitting, we have programmed the 
commencement of another six villas to start in the 
coming weeks with the laying of the new concrete roads 
earmarked for early June. This milestone will bring an end 
to all civil works on site, leaving only the construction of 
the villas and landscaping to complete Stage 1,” he added.

Sales manager, Katherine Stacey, said it was particularly 
pleasing to see the first villas taking shape. “Due to the 
restrictions, our planned client events have had to be put 

on hold, however we’re working around the restrictions 
by holding a Facebook live event on 19th May at 10am.” 
(If you missed this one, please check Living Choice’s 
website for details of future events.)

On 11th May, Katherine also held a small Morning Tea 
for several deposit holders, with social distancing rules 
in place. It was attended by Flagstaff Hill’s first deposit 
holder, Wendy Butler, Laura and Will Tersch and Judy  
and Richard Roberts.

Judy and Richard live around the corner and said they 
chose the village as they love the Flagstaff Hill area. “We’ve 
lived here for 37 years and wouldn’t want to live anyone 
else,” said Judy. “The bus stop is outside the village, our 
doctors are nearby and the shopkeepers all know us by 
name.”

While they are not golfers, Judy is a keen craftswoman, 
having managed fabric stores for many years after 
obtaining a degree in dressmaking and design. She also 
loves patchwork and would be the perfect person to start 
the first craft group at the village!

An artist’s impression of the St Andrew’s villa, one of the 
designs currently under construction. (Subject to change)

Artist’s impression of the new club and leisure facilities 
with the Clubhouse Apartments above and The Range 

Apartments in the background. (Subject to change)

Deposit holders, Judy and Richard 
Roberts at the Morning Tea.

Sales manager Katherine Stacey hosted a Morning Tea for deposit holders 
on 11th May. Laura and Will Tersch met their new neighbour Wendy Butler 
and they wasted no time sharing photos of their beloved dogs!

Construction of the villas as at 7th May.
(Cont. on page 11)

Construction ramps up at Flagstaff Hill
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Carol Peel usually spends much of her time organising social events and assisting with 
sales open days at Living Choice Alloura Waters. Despite not being able to enjoy the 
village’s usual activities, she is grateful she is living in the village. 

“Just been sitting quietly and reflecting on the events 
of the last six weeks. I really have missed so many 
things - no lovely long lunches, no evening dinners 
with family and friends, no Easter celebrations or 
ANZAC Day parades. Then I realised that all these 
activities will be available again soon at my lovely 
Alloura Waters.

“We have such an active Social Committee hosting 
Tuesday Night Dinners, Supper Club nights with 
entertainment and what a lovely lot of talent we have 
amongst our residents, including our own band called 
the Gunner Doers. We celebrate Australia Day, observe 
ANZAC Day, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Soup Days 
in June, Spring Dinners in September and the list goes 
on, including monthly Sunday afternoon barbecues.

“Every Friday and Saturday night we have Happy 
hour and boy, do we get happy! There’s also Sunday 
afternoon movies, Saturday afternoon concerts, card 
nights, snooker on Monday afternoons, Zumba, Yoga, 
Aqua Aerobics, Craft, Quilting, Art and our own 
Workshop.

“I’ve realised that I don’t miss outside activities - I miss 
my family and friends in my very own village. Alloura 

Waters is a wonderful place to reside. The residents 
are kind and helpful and we have the most amazing 
staff. How lucky Wayne and I are to live in such a great 
environment.

“During the lockdown I have never felt lonely because 
we have lovely neighbours and we all have each other’s 
backs. I feel safe knowing that if I need medical help 
it’s there in an instant. If this is the next step to heaven 
this is where I want to leave from. Thank you to all my 
mates who live here for making this my Happy Place.

Dianne Fergusson, pictured with her husband of 50 years, David, says she is glad to be 
at Living Choice Alloura Waters during this trying time.

“Well, it seems like we will not have such an active 
social life for an unknown amount of time and our 
lifestyle will be very different. 

“However, Mother Nature is oblivious to the situation 
we are experiencing:  The stars are still twinkling bright, 
the sky is still a gorgeous blue, the rain is refreshing 
and cleansing, the gardens are looking wonderful, the 
grass is green and there are lots of beautiful flowers 
and roses to smell. 

“The animal world is behaving just as usual too: Cats 
are still getting on with whatever it is that cats do, 
dogs still want cuddles, pats and food.  Fish are still 
swimming around forgetting where they’ve been, 

birds are still sounding beautiful and 
Kookaburras are even laughing!  

“Some of us have lived through wars, the great 
depression, rationing and unemployment.  Most 
of us have known love, loss, tragedy and joy. We’ve 
accumulated a lifetime of experience, resilience and 
strength. We are very well equipped for the challenge 
ahead.

“So, how about Happy Hour at Home from now on. If 
you feel inclined, get out on your balcony or backyard 
or dining table at 5pm Friday and Saturday night and 
pour yourself a drink, get out the nibbles and toast 
yourself and/or your companion. “Here’s to us.” If you 
are alone, it’s “Here’s to me”, or maybe phone a friend 
and toast each other through the phone. We deserve 
it!”

Many people have turned to growing their own herbs and vegetables during the 
COVID-19 crisis and there’s been renewed interest in the veggie plots at Alloura 
Waters. Trudie Allan (pictured), Gardens & Grounds Supervisor, says only two 
of the 6 plots available in the NW corner of the village were being utilised. The 
gardening team cleaned up the remaining four plots, invited residents to express 
their interest and all four were snapped up very quickly!

VEGGIE PLOTS SNAPPED UP

HAPPY       
HOUR AT 
HOME  
for Dianne and David

Alloura Waters - 

MY  
HAPPY 
PLACE

 Carol Peel with Registered Nurse, Trescha Knowles.

Carol pictured with fellow residents at one of the 
village’s social events.

PHONE 1800 064 344 OR EMAIL SALES@LIVINGCHOICE.COM.AULIVING CHOICE ALLOURA WATERS, DAVISTOWN

Villa 140 – The Macquarie - $695,000
• Spacious, freestanding 3-bedroom villa with walk in 

robes to bedrooms 1 and 2 
• Modern kitchen with stone benchtop and new 

stainless steel appliances
• Large rear covered patio opens onto a private yard
• Secure complex with ample facilities

Unit 27 - The Eastwind - $395,000
• Beautifully presented 2-bedroom unit 
• Modern kitchen, open plan living and dining 

room plus a spacious rear courtyard to capture the 
afternoon breeze

• Brand new bathrooms, carpets and is freshly painted
• Within walking distance of local RSL & Bowling Club

“ ““ “
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PHONE 1800 004 388 OR EMAIL SALES@LIVINGCHOICE.COM.AULIVING CHOICE KAWANA ISLAND, SUNSHINE COAST

Apt 142 – The Ruby – Coming Soon
• Very popular design with spacious living areas, 3 

bedrooms and 2 bathrooms
• Enjoy glorious lake views from 3 large balconies
• Open plan dining, living, family room and gallery
• Apartment currently under renovation and will feature 

brand new bathrooms and kitchen

Apt 163 – The Pearl – Offers over $750,000
• Enjoy your retirement in the best way possible in this 

3-bedroom, 2-bathroom waterfront apartment
• Large living areas, a spacious balcony overlooking 

the lake and secure underground parking
• Open plan living, dining and family rooms
• Pet-friendly village with many lifestyle activities

Since moving into Living Choice Kawana Island in 2006, Victoria and Doug Hoggan 
have embraced all the opportunities to take on leading roles at the village, Victoria as a 
Resident Ambassador and Doug as a member of the Finance Committee. They reflect on 
life during COVID-19.
“As with all difficult things that life presents to us, one should always try to find that elusive silver lining. For us, 
having our Singapore Cruise cancelled after we had started the journey turned out to be a blessing. If we had not 
been put off at Freemantle, we would not have had the opportunity to catch up with family,” said Victoria.

“Speaking of family, many of the residents here at our village have become like family. Although many of the 
facilities were off limits during the peak of the pandemic, it was at this crucial time we saw an opportunity to offer 
some comfort and/or assistance to those closest to us. This was a real silver lining moment for both of us. We were 
very touched by their responses.”

“Management and staff implemented a number of procedures to keep us extra safe and they made personal 
contact with all residents, especially the most vulnerable ones. We were kept up-to-date through the weekly Village 
Communique and monthly calendar.”

Both Doug and Victoria have always led active lives outside the village too. Veronica is a Religious Instruction 
teacher and coordinator for six grades at a local primary school. However, school is closed to RI instructors at 
present. Fortunately, Doug has been able to continue playing golf, although only two at a time. He is looking 
forward to being able to tee off in his regular foursome soon.

Doug and Victoria Hoggan pictured with Frank Richardson at 
the annual Gala Reward Event.

Victoria has assisted at many open days over the years. She is pictured 
welcoming guests to the Wellness Expo.

The Silver Lining
for two residents at Kawana Island

Talented musicians Gerry and Chris Lewis have been 
responsible for bringing joyful times to Living Choice 
Kawana Island residents for the past eleven and a half 
years. Not only have they played music at various village 
events - they have organised trips to concerts and stage 
shows, run popular monthly bingo sessions and assisted 
with the running of regular trivia nights.

Sadly, these activities are all in hibernation due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, however Gerry and Chris 
decided to spend their enforced “quiet” time preparing 
“Happiness Packages” to be sold in aid of charity at the 
village’s Christmas Craft Tables.

“One was given to me at a time when I was pretty low,” said 
Chris “and the words and the items included in it really 
have a way of lifting your spirits, and a sense that somebody 
cares and is thinking of you. So being in isolation started 
me thinking about putting some together.”

Chris reached out to other residents via the village’s 
weekly Communique, appealing for small soaps for the 
Happiness Packages. “Well, the response blew me away! 
We received approximately 170 soaps with more to come. 
What a wonderful community we have here and what a 
wonderful time I have had in “lockdown”, making up the 
packages, as well as my knitting and sewing knee rugs 
for the Craft Group to deliver to Hospitals or Aged Care 
Facilities,” said Chris.

Chris and Gerry moved to Living Choice Kawana Island 
in 2008 and say they love their waterfront apartment and 
the friends they have made there. They both have musical 
careers with Chris being a singer and Gerry a drummer 
and guitarist and have performed numerous times over 
the years in village shows and at Happy Hours.

They both originate from Adelaide where Chris was a 
cabaret singer in the days when Dining/Cabaret shows 
were very popular. She regularly appeared on Adelaide 
Tonight, the TV show with host Ernie Sigley and various 
other TV shows. She also appeared in variety shows in 
Adelaide and Tasmania and in a major production of 
Hello Dolly in Canberra.

In the early days, Gerry was a drummer - initially in pop 
bands - and his band was a support act to major artists 
that appeared in Adelaide. His band also backed many of 
the top Australian artists of the day. He then moved into 
the cabaret scene where he met Chris. 

Although they feel comfortable with the social distancing 
rules, they are looking forward to playing cards with 
friends and running their bingo sessions and trivia nights 
again. “We are also looking forward to rebooking our 
holidays to see our grandchildren in Darwin. We are all in 
this together and we will be OK and come out of it at the 
other end!”

FROM MAKING MUSIC TO MAKING 
“HAPPINESS PACKAGES”

Gerry and Chris Lewis (left) pictured at a photo shoot 
several years ago at Living Choice Kawana Island.
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Broadwater Court’s Liz 
rediscovers old hobbies

Liz Long of Living Choice Broadwater Court 
is looking on the bright side, renewing her love 
of quilting and sewing during self-isolation.
“People are frequently at their ugliest when they are 
frightened. But there are those that have surprised and 
delighted me,” says Liz Long.

“It was my birthday recently – spent alone – as we now 
must.  I had heard a kookaburra laughing before I got out 
of bed, saw the lovely Autumn flowers starting to open in 
my garden, managed to get down to the waterfront and saw 
a blue wren with his three little Jennies and a family of five 
black swans paddling along. Hooray! Life is still going on 
all around me.

“I bought an ice-cream to celebrate and strangers smiled at 
my obvious pleasure. Even some of the residents asked how 
I was after a bad fall.”

Liz says it’s important to keep to your daily routine and 
structure. She is an Accredited quilting teacher and last year 
she made a lovely hanging quilt to celebrate 100 years since 
Anzac.  She donated it to the Broadwater Court Village, but 
with the Anzac ceremonies being cancelled, she is looking 
after it at present. 

Liz has been unable to do much quilting due to having 
Lymphoedema in both her arms, which restricts her ‘free-
motion’ machine embroidery work on her sewing machine. 
However, during her enforced time at home, she recently 
made a small 20cm x 20cm 3D Art Quilt for a friend who 
was celebrating her 79th birthday and posted it off to 
her. She also started making face masks after seeing her 
Occupational Therapist wearing a home-made one.

“I have a stash of small, left-over pieces from various 
patchwork projects and many pre-cut strips. So I 
experimented and made some for myself and resident 
neighbours.” Well done Liz!

Long-serving Central Coast salesperson, David Grassby, is one of many Living Choice 
staff members who have had to adapt to new roles during COVID-19.
“Would you live here?” I have been asked that question hundreds of times over 17 years while selling retirement 
homes for Living Choice on the Central Coast and in Sydney. I am based on the Central Coast and our three villages 
here – Alloura Waters, Broadwater Court and Deepwater Court - each have their own dynamics in location and 
size. I have been very lucky to have that diversity selling homes and lifestyle in all three villages.

COVID-19 has presented situations none of us have ever experienced, nor hopefully will want to experience again. 
As a salesperson, I talk daily about the fabulous lifestyle our villages have to offer, including Community Centres 
with all the trimmings - indoor pools, gyms, craft rooms, woodwork rooms, libraries etc. Then there’s the social 
events, bus outings, aquarobics, cards and the list goes on. 

During the last few months, these lifestyle choices may have been restricted, however other benefits have been 
very evident. I have seen first-hand how our residents have been so well cared for by our village staff. Our village 
managers have guided their staff to make these times as comfortable for residents as possible, starting with the 
flow of information about best practice and helping everyone to understand why social distancing is so important. 

Our residents have responded perfectly. Everyone has done the right thing and stayed at home knowing that 
village staff members are right behind them. The mowing of lawns, gardening, cleaning and villa maintenance are 
all done following the guidelines, ensuring residents feel cared for and safe. The feedback from residents’ families 
has been outstanding and they have appreciated the efforts of staff to implement best practice for their loved ones.

Since the Government introduced the restrictions, the number of sales tours has dropped and this has given our 
sales team the opportunity to help our fabulous Home Care team with welfare checks and administration duties. I 
think I called about 45 residents last week to make sure they were well and coping with lockdown. 

They were so positive with many saying they were happy to stay at home so that restrictions could be eased sooner. 
They also had high praise for our Home Care staff members who have gone above and beyond to look after them 
during this time.

So, would I live here?  Absolutely. Great homes, great locations, great staff, great lifestyle. My 11-year-old would 
move here just for the heated pools!

Liz Long with the Anzac Day quilt she donated to the village. Face masks Liz made after learning there was a shortage.

SELLING 
RETIREMENT 
HOMES DURING 
“LOCKDOWN”
Central Coast salesperson Dave Grassby with fellow sales consultants (back) Annie Bishop and Jenny Trovato and (front) 
Briar Clements (Financial Manager), Caroline Beeston (Finance Assistant) and Jodie Shelley (Village Manager).

Broadwater Court’s Liz 
rediscovers old hobbies
Broadwater Court’s Liz 
rediscovers old hobbies

PHONE 1800 064 344 OR EMAIL SALES@LIVINGCHOICE.COM.AULIVING CHOICE BROADWATER COURT, KINCUMBER

Villa 62 – The Oxley - $565,000
• Newly renovated 3-bedroom villa with new kitchen, 

bathroom and laundry
• North-facing, private, pet-friendly rear yard
• Popular and spacious design 
• Secure complex with great access to library, shops, 

and village amenities

Villa 273 – The Fairlight - $595,000
• Beautiful and private 2-bedroom 2-bathroom villa 
• Open plan living and dining areas with fresh paint, 

carpet and curtains
• Features ducted air conditioning, LED downlights 

and solar panels 
• Covered front & rear patio and pet-friendly yard

Photo of another villa of same design
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PHONE 1800 008 099 OR EMAIL SALES@LIVINGCHOICE.COM.AULIVING CHOICE TWIN WATERS, SUNSHINE COAST

Villa 31 – The Strathmore - $710,000
• Large 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom villa with double garage
• Currently under renovation and will feature new 

bathrooms and kitchens with Caesarstone benchtops 
• Spacious open plan living, dining and family rooms
• Attractive covered terrace, opening out onto your 

private courtyard

Villa 16 – The Lantern - $595,000 
• Well-located 2-bedroom villa with beautifully 

positioned family room and patio to catch the 
morning sun

• Featuring 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and spacious 
living areas

• Both bedrooms include walk-in robes and ensuites
• Modern kitchen with superior appliancesPhoto of another villa of same designPhoto of another villa of same design

“I walk around the village two or three times a day trying to reach in the vicinity of 10,000 steps daily, because I 
prefer walking to other more stringent methods of keeping fit. 

“Sometimes I venture outside the village but mostly now stay inside. I see many residents on these daily walks 
(more so now than before the pandemic), and we all stop and have a catch-up. Many residents also sit on their 
front porches and we have a chat with them at times too.

“Every so often, I come across a party of four (generally two couples) observing safe distancing and mainly on 
a Friday late afternoon, catching up with some nibbles and a cold drink. A fellow resident and I often rib each 
other about our exercise routines, his lack of garden expertise and my failings, always in great spirits. Recently, 
he invited us to have drinks with them and we had a ‘beaut’ time, sitting at the required distance in their garage 
where we had a good old chin wag.

“I’m sure we are not the only residents doing this sort of thing, but I find it a very rewarding experience getting 
to know others in the village who (for whatever reason) don’t use the facilities much, or at all. It matters not our 
age, social background, richness of life or health because it’s just really nice to spend quality time with other folk.

“Although it is hard to say anything positive about COVID 19, I believe a lot of new relationships might not 
have blossomed without it. And while I am not saying it is a good thing, you just have to go with the flow when 
something of this nature comes along.

“I know many of our younger and more able-bodied residents are looking out for those who need help in any way. 
This help will continue long after the pandemic is over.

“Our fantastic Management and Staff are keeping our village in top condition as always, and we note that various 
necessary things are happening while the Leisure Centre is in lockdown. They are also very clever with the Monthly 
Calendar and keeping us informed in our weekly Communique. They are still reachable and are sticking to the 
Government’s guidelines. I know residents at other villages are probably doing similar things but I can only speak 
for our fantastic and safe village.”

Jack Green, who lives with his wife Midge at Living 
Choice Twin Waters, says it’s a joy to live at the  
“leisure resort”, even in these trying times.

Friendships 
blossoming in 
the midst of 
“lockdown”

Morag Chetwyn is overcoming the challenge of 
relocating to a different state during the COVID-19 
restrictions, moving from Eastwood in Sydney to Living 
Choice Twin Waters on the Sunshine Coast in early June. 
She will say goodbye to her home of 29 years and fly to 
the Sunshine Coast one day after the furniture removal 
truck leaves Sydney.

Scottish-born Morag is no stranger to challenges. She 
was the first female Science teacher at St Joseph’s College, 
a famous rugby school which has produced dozens of 
Wallaby players. She spent 32 years at the school and 
retired four years ago.

With two close friends making the decision to move to 
Queensland, and her daughter deciding to relocate to a 
farm in Lismore, Morag started investigating retirement 
living options on the Sunshine Coast, where the family 
had often holidayed. “Eastwood is not the community 
it once was and I was starting to feel isolated. My 
impression of retirement villages was that they resembled 

Russian Gulag camps, until a friend moved into one and 
I realised they were more like resorts!” she said.

After doing some research online, she discovered Living 
Choice’s villages on the Sunshine Coast and liked what 
she saw. She and her daughter flew to the Sunshine Coast 
just as the coronavirus was hitting the headlines and 
stayed at the Novotel Sunshine Coast Resort.

“Suzi Morland showed us around the village and I fell 
in love with a 3-bedroom villa which is close to the 
boardwalk. As a scientist, I liked the idea of being close 
to the water where I could commune with the birdlife!”

At the time of going to press, Morag was not sure if she 
would need to quarantine for two weeks after her arrival 
but was happy to do so as she is used to own company 
and loves curling up with a good book. If she does have 
to self-isolate, she will find plenty of support from her 
new neighbours and staff members.

ESTIA AGED CARE

TWIN WATERS BEACH

MAROOCHYDORE

MOOLOOLABA

SHOPPING VILLAGEGOLF CLUB

Goodbye Sydney and hello Twin Waters …

Morag Chetwyn is looking forward to trading city life for coastal 
living when she moves to Living Choice Twin Waters in early June.
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PHONE 1800 055 749 OR EMAIL SALES@LIVINGCHOICE.COM.AULIVING CHOICE FULLARTON, ADELAIDE

Damien Hein of Damien on Fisher 
Restaurant at Living Choice Fullarton 
is grateful for the support he is receiving 
from residents during restaurant 
trading restrictions.

“Well, life at Living Choice Fullarton certainly changed drastically when restrictions were introduced to prevent 
the spread of coronavirus. Closing my restaurant to the public and watching all those forward bookings evaporate, 
was incredibly difficult to comprehend. The worst was yet to come with the realisation that there were no longer 
any viable shifts for our staff. Giving them the news one by one was the most traumatic event in my working life. 
At that point I thought I no longer had a business and contemplated closing.

“How wrong I was! As the news filtered through the village, so many residents came down offering support and 
telling me how important Damien on Fisher was to their lives, and sanity. I was incredibly moved. 

“The decision to trade on was made, although with altered hours. I have not been let down. The 10am to 2pm cafe 
service is a real hit, with people often queuing (with appropriate distancing!) before 10, to get their caffeine fix. 

“The evening meal service from 6pm - 8pm, pre-ordered and delivered to apartments or collected, has been 
totally embraced. I am probably averaging 30 meals per night. These range from crumbed brains or bangers and 
mash through to fresh barramundi, garlic prawns and lamb racks.

“Another amazing aspect is the fact that there are wonderful volunteers who fill the weekly roster to deliver the 
meals with great precision and skill. They greatly assist in keeping us afloat. 

“Another great benefit has been the ability to retain our wonderful second chef Shubham, who has been with us 
for over two years, and Sherylyn, our kitchen hand and possibly our next apprentice. They are not eligible for any 
government assistance and are both thrilled to be working.

“Thinking outside the square is sometimes required and brought us to the idea of offering a delivery service of 
fruit and vegetables, all fresh from the Pooraka markets daily. There has been a huge uptake, and along with the 
daily fresh bread these services have limited residents’ need to travel and added to our turnover.

“The support from all at Living Choice Fullarton has been extraordinary. While our full menu and bar is still 
available, I am trying to offer as much variety as I can with both daily and weekly specials. If I can come out of 
this with balanced books I will be able to pick up from where I left off and maintain and build on the vibrancy 
that is Living Choice Fullarton.”

Note: As this magazine went to press, restrictions were being eased and more services were being reintroduced at 
Damien’s. Phone 7111 2690 for the latest information. 

Damien Hein serves a coffee to Ross Sweet, Chairperson of the 
Residents’ Representative Committee at Living Choice Fullarton. Village Manager, Brian Lynch, sets off on his 

twice-daily run to deliver parcels to residents.

FULLARTON RESIDENTS 
SHOW SUPPORT FOR 
DAMIEN’S 

• Delivery of all medication to apartments carried 
out twice daily. This was initiated early so that 
congregating in the communal area was at a 
minimum for all residents. It also gave the staff an 
opportunity to see our most vulnerable and unwell 
residents daily.

• Delivery of all parcels to apartments, also twice 
daily.

• Sorting all the mail into the letterboxes for 
collection by residents.

• Daily visits to our more vulnerable residents that 
we had not seen with the mail and medication 
runs.

• Dedicated cleaning staff member on site sanitising 
all surfaces throughout the village on a loop basis.

• Monitoring and administering the resident 
bookings for the pool, gym and studio on a roster 
system.

• Sales tours had to start and conclude in the 
basement as non-residents were not allowed into 
the communal areas of the village.

• Checking communal areas to maintain the State’s 
anti-congregating guidelines.

• Providing books from the locked library for 
residents to read.

• Providing and maintaining a safe and secure access 
to the Wellness Centre’s outside clients.

• We also installed a bell at the front door so that the 
couriers and delivery drivers could be answered 
quickly.

Note: At the time of going to print, the restrictions were gradually being lifted. While continuing to be vigilant, we 
are all looking forward to the time when the Grand Lobby at Living Choice Fullarton will once again be a vibrant 
meeting place for both residents and members of the public.

As the pandemic started it became obvious that the residents’ general way of life and the staff ’s interaction with 
residents had to change dramatically. With the main focus being residents’ continuing good health, our staff 
members undertook the following duties:

Living Choice Fullarton has continued to remain in demand 
throughout the restrictions with five settlements since the 
beginning of the year and another two scheduled in May and 
June. At the time of writing, the “House Full” sign had gone 
up and prospective residents were joining the Priority Waiting 
List.

Heather Cooper (pictured) moved in recently with her husband 
Peter and was referred by fellow resident Heather Geytenbeek. 
She is pictured with flowers she received on Mother’s Day.

The advent of the COVID-19 pandemic 
prompted a radical change in duties for staff 
at Living Choice villages. Village Manager, 
Brian Lynch, describes how they have adapted 
to their new roles at Fullarton.

Register your interest
At the time of going to print, there were no 
apartments available at Living Choice Fullarton, 
Adelaide’s finest retirement living. To join our Priority 
Waiting List, contact Brian Lynch on 1800 055 749 
or email sales@livingchoice.com.au

ALL HANDS
ON DECK
AT FULLARTON 

VIRUS DOES NOT  
DETER NEW RESIDENTS
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From connecting with your grandchildren in a different way to observing ANZAC 
Day from the end of their driveways, residents at Living Choice Deepwater Court 
have overcome many obstacles during self-isolation. 
Leanne Maini, village manager at Living Choice Deepwater Court, has kept in close touch with her 
residents during the recommended “self-isolation” period. “One of our residents, Joan Gooley has been 
missing her family terribly, especially her seven-year-old grandson, Max. With family visits restricted, they 
talk every day on the phone however, at times, they don’t have a lot to talk about. 

“They came up with the idea of watching a series on Netflix called ‘Free Rein’ (obviously in their separate 
homes) and each day Joan quizzes her grandson about the episodes they have both watched. One day, Joan 
was a few episodes behind so she asked Max to tell her all about them and she was amazed at how much he 
was able to remember. They both get to have a laugh and always have something interesting to talk about.”

Joan moved into Living Choice Deepwater Court at the end of August 2018 after finding that her house 
in Empire Bay was becoming too big to manage. She had a hip replacement last year and is still able to 
enjoy short walks around the village. She is very grateful that the indoor heated pool has reopened in the 
community centre, for those with medical conditions and by appointment only. Her groceries are home-
delivered and she keeps in touch with fellow residents via phone. 

Leanne was also instrumental in arranging a moving ANZAC Day commemoration at the village, together 
with several residents. Janice and Les Couper wrote to Living Choice’s Head Office, praising Leanne for 
her efforts. “She arranged candle holders for everyone and also organised for The Last Post and Advance 
Australia Fair to play over a sound system. She is a very caring, competent person.”

With the confirmation of a new private school, 
State school and Special School for Flame Tree 
Rise, Living Choice Residential Communities’ new 
master-planned community is set to become one 
of the most sought-after residential communities 
on the Sunshine Coast. 

Flame Tree Rise, located along Peter Crosby Way 
in Palmview, will not only boast three new schools, 
it is also close to the Sunshine Coast University 
with easy access to further schools, shops, the 
Sunshine Motorway and the Sunshine Coast 
University Hospitals. It will be a popular choice 
for young couples, families and downsizers, plus a 
retirement community is on the cards too.

Living Choice’s town planner, James Brownsworth 
of Innovative Planning Solutions, says the 
residential components of Flame Tree Rise are 
now in the final stages of council approval of the 
overall masterplan. 

“The first two stages of residential product 
will include approximately 160 residential 
lots incorporating a mix of terrace, villa and 
traditional lots. Construction of these stages is due 
to commence in the second half of this year.

“In another exciting development, a private 
school provider has confirmed it will form a key 
part of the new Flame Tree Rise community. The 
renowned educator will be providing both primary 
and secondary schools on 10 hectares of the land, 
in addition to supporting infrastructure likely to 
include a church and child care facility, as part of 
an integrated development. Early indications are 
that the initial development of the private school 
will commence in late 2021.” 

Construction has also started on a new State 
school (both primary and secondary) on the 
western portion of Flame Tree Rise Residential 
Community. The school, to be located on Peter 
Crosby Way, will open for Prep to Year 6 students 
in 2021 and the high school is forecast to open 
in 2023. It will be co-located with a new Special 
School set to open in 2021. The $68.8 million 
Special School will feature an administration and 
library building, classroom blocks, activity centre, 
skills centre and a hospitality centre.

For further details on Living Choice Residential 
Communities, contact Rhonda Sutton on  
0414 726 043.

Residents mark ANZAC Day at dawn.

Keeping in touch at Deepwater Court

Joan Gooley is looking forward to  
spending time with her grandson, Max.

Apt 229 – The Ash - $1,649,900
• E

LIVING CHOICE FULLARTON, ADELAIDE

Villa 10 - $395,000
• Totally renovated 1-bedroom villa plus study in a 

private location
• New kitchen with stone benchtop and stainless steel 

appliances 
• New north-facing rear aspect patio for you to enjoy
• Friendly retirement village with a close-knit community

LIVING CHOICE DEEPWATER COURT, WOY WOY - 1800 064 344

Pupils will be able to walk or cycle to school at Flame 
Tree Rise, where three schools have been confirmed.

New schools elevate appeal of 
FLAME TREE RISE
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Living Choice is pressing ahead with its application to develop a village at Galston in the Hornsby Shire. A new 
application for approval was lodged on 11th May.

Living Choice’s plans to build an upmarket village at 330 Galston Road were first announced in 2016, however the 
company has encountered many obstacles in its effort to gain all the necessary approvals.

Regional Manager, Gail Eyres, said there had been lots of 
consultation with the community and plenty of positive 
feedback from interested retirees. “We’ve held information 
sessions with both potential residents as well as local business 
owners and they’re all keen to see construction started,” she 
said.

The site was already approved for a retirement village when 
Living Choice purchased it in 2016 and there have been 
several design revisions to bring the quality of the homes and 
facilities up to Living Choice’s high standard.

“Early this year, we lodged plans with the Hornsby Council 
for further comment and in May we lodged a modified 
proposal for formal approval of 85 homes plus a leisure centre 
and various facilities.”

Gail said the homes would be spacious, contemporary and 
boast a high standard of fittings, finishes and appliances. “The 
leisure centre will be first-class with an impressive Grand 
Foyer, multi-purpose auditorium, cinema, indoor heated 
pool, hair salon, library and computer room, wellness room, 
medical rooms, art and craft studio and residents’ bar and 
kitchen. Anyone who has been to Living Choice Glenhaven 
will know that our award-winning designs have impressed 
many people over the years, so much so that we have a long 
waiting list at that village.”

All those who have registered their interest in Living 
Choice Galston will be kept informed of the outcome of the 
development approval application. To register, phone 1800 
797 333 or email sales@livingchoice.

Despite the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, Living Choice Australia is proceeding with its plans to develop an 
upmarket Residential Land Lease Community at Avoca Drive, Kincumber on the Central Coast.

Project Director, Phil Goodman, said Choice Living Avoca had been put forward as a “shovel-ready” project under the 
State Government’s Priority Projects Fast Tracked assessment program.

“This is good news for the Central Coast employment market as we are committed to commencing work on site 
within 6 months and the Living Choice Group has the financial capacity to deliver the project immediately.

“The two key deliverables from the approval of Choice Living Avoca, which has a direct development cost of over $85 
million, are jobs and a long-term community benefit,” said Mr Goodman. “Timing should not pose any issues with 
the application currently making its way through the Central Coast Council Planning process,” he added.

Living Choice, which owns and operates three retirement villages in Davistown, Kincumber and Woy Woy, is already 
a long-term contributor to the Central Coast community with 71 people employed by Living Choice head office, 
the three villages or by Living Choice Home Care. Living Choice also directly supports more than 70 Central Coast 
contractors, most of which are local small businesses.

Choice Living Avoca will comprise 202 high quality manufactured homes, a spectacular country club, welcome centre 
and numerous outdoor facilities such as a bowling green, tennis court, village green with BBQ area, community 
garden, caravan store and dog park. Around 35% of the 24ha site will be developed, with the remaining 65% to 
comprise existing vegetation and landscaped areas. 

“Designed for over 55’s, the homes will satisfy the most discerning buyers with a wide range of contemporary designs 
to suit everyone. The restrained palette of materials and varied facades will enhance the site’s beautiful natural features,” 
said Mr Goodman.

“Choice Living Avoca will deliver the lifestyle, recreational facilities and sense of community that 55-70+ year-olds are 
seeking. We already have 23 registrations from customers interested in purchasing,” he added.

To register your interest, email sales@choicelivingavoca.com.au

It is proposed that the village will be heavily screened with suitable 
vegetation and timber post and rail fencing along Galston Road.

An artist’s impression of the Viscount villa, planned for Living 
Choice Galston. (Subject to change.)

The attractive study area in the apartments. (Subject to change.)

NEW APPLICATION SUBMITTED FOR 
LIVING CHOICE GALSTON

Choice Living Avoca will have fabulous leisure facilities to suit active 
Over 55’s, including a country club, tennis court and bowling green.

Living Choice plans first  
Residential Land Lease Community
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Since teaming up as business partners in 1993, Ian 
Tregoning and Graham Hobbs have created several highly 
successful hospitality, property and retirement village 
companies in Queensland, South Australia and New 
South Wales, including EDP Hotels, Hotel Consultancy 
Services, Living Choice Retirement Villages and, more 
recently, Living Choice Residential Communities.

Recently completed are the first 10 homes at The Somerton 
Residences, located in the heart of Maroochydore’s 
Sunshine Cove. They provide a lifestyle choice for all 
ages, including growing families, downsizers and young 
professionals. Each residence has its own unique design 
and character and to see the first 10 of 80 terrace homes 
finished is exciting for the whole team! 

At The Somerton Residences, you’ll find all the premium 
features and finishes you need including Caesarstone 
bench tops, premium Miele appliances, ample storage 
space, superior quality floor finishes, large courtyards 
and landscaped gardens. These homes exude impeccable 

quality and are thoughtfully planned to maximise the 
natural beauty of the Sunshine Coast and its wonderful 
climate.

The homes are incredibly spacious, ranging in size from 
256sqm to 333sqm, but the location is a big plus too. 
They’re within walking distance of landscaped parks, 
lakes, a supermarket, the Homemaker Centre, the 
recently extended Sunshine Plaza Shopping Centre, the 
Maroochydore CBD, restaurants and just a short drive 
from stunning Sunshine Coast beaches. 

Rhonda Sutton, Living Choice Residential Communities’ 
Sales Manager, says the terrace homes epitomise the best 
of luxury Sunshine Coast living with all the high-end 
finishes to top it off. “I’m excited that the 10 homes are 
now complete and are available for private inspection 
during the Covid-19 restrictions,” she added.  

For more information, floor plans, our latest virtual 
tour and to book your private inspection, head to  
www.thesomertonresidences.com.au

Living Choice Residential Communities is well on track 
to complete The Brighton Apartments, 18 exclusive, 
north-facing waterfront apartments, also in Sunshine 
Cove. The flooring, kitchens and bathrooms have been 
recently installed with full completion anticipated for 
the end of the financial year. Project Manager, Warren 
Danter, is happy with the current construction progress 
considering the many challenges they have faced, 
including weather. 

With one penthouse already sold, there are now twelve 
apartments and five penthouse apartments to choose from. 
Each apartment offers a waterfront-facing, entertainment 
balcony, with picture-perfect lake views and a private 
terrace entrance. Within each contemporary floor plan, 
there’s three generous bedrooms, a main bathroom as 
well as a private ensuite for the master bedroom. There 
are also secure, underground parking bays.

The Brighton Apartment’s level of inclusions and attention 
to detail is rarely experienced in traditional apartment 

offerings. These new apartments and penthouse 
apartments are more akin to family homes and, like 
modern family homes, they feature all the hallmarks you 
would expect from contemporary architectural design.

When you have the luxury of space, you can afford to 
include the little extras that make life a little easier and 
more enjoyable. In the case of The Brighton Apartments, 
the features, fixtures and finishes go a step further to 
warmly embrace the ethos of the Sunshine Coast’s 
beloved indoor and outdoor, coastal lifestyle. 

You also have the choice of two different colour schemes, 
dark and light. There are also many other quality features 
such as Caesarstone bench tops, Miele appliances, 
fully ducted air conditioning, private balconies and 
soundproofing to the ceilings. 

To view floor plans and more information on these 
apartments see www.thebrightonapartments.com.au 
or contact Living Choice Residential Communities’ Sales 
Manager, Rhonda Sutton, on 0414 726 043. 

THE BRIGHTON APARTMENTS ON 
TRACK FOR MID-YEAR COMPLETION

External of The Brighton Apartments where 
scaffolding is coming down week by week.

Luxury bathrooms with floor to ceiling 
tiles throughout and quality finishes.

The stunning lake views from your own private balcony. 

THE SOMERTON RESIDENCES –  
A LIFESTYLE CHOICE FOR ALL AGES

Enjoy BBQs and get-togethers from the 
comfort of your own private courtyard. 

Each terrace has its own unique façade, 
designed to maximise the street appearance.

Large open plan living spaces feature in 
all homes at The Somerton Residences.
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Choose from a $5,000 travel voucher or a $5,000 
Harvey Norman gift voucher.

Our fabulous Referral Reward Program not only benefits you but the 
person you refer as well.

If the person you refer moves into a Living Choice village, we will 
give you a $500 Wish Gift Card and your friend/family member will 

receive one too.

Referrers to Living Choice Fullarton, as well as those they refer, will 
receive a $500 Damien on Fisher Restaurant voucher on settlement.

At Living Choice Flagstaff Hill, successful referrers plus those they refer, 
will receive $1,000 worth of vouchers redeemable at Flagstaff Hill 

Shopping Centre and Flagstaff Hill Golf Club. 

ALL SUCCESSFUL REFERRERS WILL GO IN FOUR 
ANNUAL REGIONAL DRAWS TO WIN A $5,000 

TRAVEL VOUCHER OR A $5,000 HARVEY 
NORMAN VOUCHER!

For more details, contact your nearest Living Choice village or email 
sales@livingchoice.com.au  

$20,000 WORTH OF 
VOUCHERS TO BE WON!

www.livingchoice.com.au

YOU MAY HAVE TO PAY A DEPARTURE FEE WHEN YOU LEAVE A LIVING CHOICE VILLAGE. YOU MAY HAVE TO SHARE ANY CAPITAL GAINS RECEIVED WITH THE OPERATOR. 
PRICES AND AVAILABILITY CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRINT.

GLENHAVEN 15 Old Glenhaven Rd 1800 797 333
LEISURE LEA GARDENS 201 Epping Rd, Marsfield  02 8878 4903
ALLOURA WATERS 1 Murna Rd, Davistown 1800 064 344
DEEPWATER COURT 25 Park Rd, Woy Woy 1800 064 344
BROADWATER COURT 79 Avoca Drive, Kincumber 1800 064 344

KAWANA ISLAND 10 Marco Way 1800 004 388 
TWIN WATERS 21 Baywater Drive 1800 008 099
FULLARTON 123 Fisher Street 1800 055 749
WOODCROFT 177 Pimpala Road 1800 502 524
FLAGSTAFF HILL 25 Memford Way 1800 502 524


